The Temple on the Rock and the Templein theVision

Inthepreviousarticlesinthisseries, | havefocused on the construction and significance
of the Second Temple—the Templethat wasbuilt when the | sraglitesreturned from Babylonian
Captivity, under theleadership of Zerubbabel. To makethe story complete, and to view the
harmony of al three Temples, it is necessary to look at the antitypical significance of
Solomon’s Temple and the Temple that Ezekiel saw in vision. The three of them tell the
wholestory of Temple-building—astory that isbeautiful initssimplicity, yet wonderousin
its complexities.

TheTempleon the Rock

L ooking back to the book of Genesis, we seeasad and lonely group of four weary travel-
ers—afather, hisbeloved son, and two hired servants. After three daysin the hot, dry desert,
they arrived at their destination — arocky hill in the land of Moriah. The father and son,
carrying wood for afire, proceeded to thetop of the hill, while thetwo servantswaited with
the pack animalsinthevalley below.

Thefather washeavy of heart, and silent, ashe walked slowly up therocky slope; the son,
insilence, following. It had been apparent that hisfather was preparing to offer asacrificeto
his God, but the young man was puzzled, and so he brokethe silence. “ My father...behold
the fire and the wood, but where isthe lamb for a burnt offering?”

The question cut deep to the heart of the old man. Three daysbefore, he had heard avoice
inadream telling him to cometo thisplace, telling himto offer hisbeloved son in sacrifice.
The voice had been the voice of God. Now the moment had arrived, and he must obey. He
dared not look at the handsome young man, remembering how he had dandled him on his
kneeswhen hewasjust achild, how he had watched the boy grow. He dared not think how
desperately heloved him. He continued to |ook to the rocky plateau atop the hill, and asthey
walked together hereplied quietly, “ My son, God will provide himself alamb.”

Reaching the top of the hill the old man built an altar on the rock, and laid the wood in
place upon thealtar. Then, trying to blot out the feelingsthat were crying out fromwithin his
heart, he bound the young man and placed him on the altar. He pulled his knife from its
sheath, and raised it above that beloved body, trying not to look at the dear eyeswhich looked
so pleadingly, yet silently, up at him.

But as the old man, trembling, held the knife, he heard avoice call to him: * Abraham,
Abraham!”

He recognized the voice. It wasthe same voicethat had spoken to himin the dream three
dayspreviously. Thevoice continued, “ Lay not thine hand upon thelad...for now| know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.”

Abraham was stunned with joy and relief. And in his haste to untie his son and hold him
closeto hisbreast, he saw aram whose horns had been caught in athicket. Hetook the ram
and offered it on the altar as a sacrifice to his God, in the place of his son, |saac.

From out of the depths of deepest grief, up into sublimejoy, Abraham called the name of
the place Jehovah-Jireh—* Themount of the Lord.” And down through the ages since that

1



magnificent day, that rocky mountai n top has been the meeting place between God and man.

Mount Moriah isin fact not asingle peak. It isan elongated ridge, rising at its southern
end at the juncture of the Hinnom Valley and the Kidron Valley. It is the location of what
later becamethe entire City of David, rising up at itsnorthern end to includewhat iscalled
today, the“ Temple Mount.” Thisalso includesthe hill of Golgotha, where Jesuswas cruci-
fied. Withintheareacalled the“Land of Moriah,” Abraham offered his son | saac asa sacri-
fice, pre-figuring God offering Hisson, Jesus. The“Land of Moriah” isavery specia place
In God’ srelationship with man.

L ong after thetime of Abraham, one of hisdescendents, King David, purchased this Rock
from aman named Arunah (Ornan), to use as aplace of sacrifice and thanksgiving.

L ater, David’'sson, Solomon, built atemplethere. ThisRock, situated on thetop of Mount
Moriah, had long been regarded as the most sacred spot to the Jewish people.

After Solomon’stemplewas burned by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C., the Rock lay deso-
late until the return of the Jews from their Babylonian exile, when, under the leadership of
Zerubbabel, another templewas built uponit.

In21B.C. Herod the Great, who ruled theland of Judeaunder Caesar Augustus of Rome,
built a new temple over the remains of Zerubbabel’s temple. This beautiful and imposing
edificewas completely destroyed by thearmy of TitusinA.D. 70— Rome’'sseige of Jerusa-
lem. The Romansnot only destroyed the Templ e, but they even plowed up thevery ground on
whichit had been built.

The Rock was, infact, the foundation for each of the structuresthat had been built uponit.
And it came to be known as the Foundation. To the Jew it wasa“sign” to them that their
kingdom was a kingdom under God. And surely it was indeed one of the“signs” of which
Jeremiah spoke:

“TheGreat, theMighty God, the Lord of Hostsishisname...which hasset signs
and wondersin the land of Egypt, even to this day, and in Israel, and among
other men.” (Jeremiah 32:18-20)

The placeonwhichtheTemplewasbuilt wassaid to be Mount Moriah. || Chronicles3:1.

“Then Solomon began to build the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah, wherethe Lord had appeared to hisfather, David. It wason thethresh-
ing floor of Ornan, the Jebusite.”

The beautiful temple which Solomon built upon the Rock on Mount Moriah wasindeed
the“sign” inlsradl. Its perimeter measured 160 cubits. And how appropriatethat it was built
upon a“Rock” whose Gematriavalueis 160 (07¥). But what cubit did they usein building
the temple? The Bible tellsus. In | Chronicles 3:3 it is stated: “ Now these are the things
wherein Solomon was instructed for the building of the house of God. The length by
cubits after thefirst measure wasthreescore cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits.” The
Revised Standard Version trandates this: “ The length by cubits of the old standard.” The
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cubit of the old standard, the cubit that had been used in ancient Israel, was one they had
acquired from the people of Sumer. The Sumerians used the cubit of 19.8 inches. Through
theyears|srael had cometo usealonger cubit, theroyal cubit which wasan Egyptian mea-
sure. However, the chronicler madeit clear that the cubit of the* old standard” wasthe one
used in the construction of the temple. Thus, 160 x 19.8 = 3168 inches. Does the number
sound familiar? Of course. It isthe most magnificent number in the entireword of God —it
isthe Gematriafor the name Lord Jesus Christ as it appears in the Greek text of the New
Testament. ItisHewho iscalled the Rock and the Foundation.

Thedimensionsof the temple on the Rock were not chosen arbitrarily by King Solomon.
They weregivento him by hisGod. If the specificationsfor the temple had been by human
design, wewould have much causeto wonder and to marvel, for they not only reveal aknowl-
edge of the man, Jesus Christ, athousand yearsbefore histime, but they also reveal aknowl-
edge of the universe—the geometry relating to the earth, sun and moon, at atimewhen such
accurate knowledge was not available to man. We are not |eft to conjecture, however, re-
garding the architect. The Bible clearly states that it was the design of the Almighty. The
inter-rel ationships of the templewith the Gematriaof the Bibleleadsto alogical awareness
—God, the author of the Bible and the Architect of the universe, isalso the Architect of the
Templethat Solomon built.

But why? God, the One who knows the end from the beginning, surely knew that if this
structurewerebuilt, it would be destroyed within afew hundred years by the king of Babylon.

So, let’stakealook at this magnificent structure. It wasKing David'sgreat desireto build
ahousefor God, but because he had been aman of war, God did not grant him the privilege
of buildingit. Thishonor wasreserved for hisson, Solomon.

In the autumn of 972 B.C., Solomon was crowned by his mother in the presence of the
aged and ailing King David. He became co-regent with hisfather until thetime of David's
death. During that timethe materialsfor the construction of the Templewere being obtained
from many places throughout the world, and transported to Jerusalem, but the actual con-
struction did not begin until after David's death. There was a short span of 3-1/2 years
between the crowning of Solomon and the laying of the foundation of the Temple. There's
that awesome 3-1/2 years that seemsto make its appearance so many timesin history and
prophecy. We have seen, from previous studies on this website, that the 3-1/2-year period
which ends a 33-1/2-year span appearsto be for the purpose of a“joining.” Inthiscase, it
wasthejoining of King David with hisson Solomon in kingship. It’santitypeisthejoining
of theantitypical David (conquerer and overthrower of man’sgovernments) with theantitypical
Solomon (the* Prince of Peace”), at the dawning of earth’sgreat Millennium.

Immediately upon the death of David, preliminary work began on the construction of the
Temple, and by the spring of 968 B.C. the foundation waslaid. Amazingly, the spring of 968
B.C. wasexactly 3,000 yearsfrom the sin of Adam in the spring of 3968 B.C. Wasthat just
acoincidence? | think not! And just asamazing isthe fact that it was also precisely 1,000
yearsfrom the death of Jesusin spring of A.D. 33. A corresponding 3,000 years (from 968
B.C.) into the future would bring usto the spring of 2033.
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It appearsthat thelaying of the foundation of Solomon’s Templeisanimportant landmark
year, it being exactly 3,000 yearsfrom the sin of Adam. If we doubled that span by adding
another 3,000 years, we would cometo theyear A.D. 2033. Thusthelaying of the founda-
tion wasahalfway point inthe 6,000 yearsof sin. And amazingly, it wasexactly 1,000 years
from the laying of the foundation to the death of Jesus. These exact thousand-year incre-
ments do not appear to be just random coincidences—they appear to be part of amagnificent
plan. And that plan hasto do with “temple-building.”

Before beginning the construction of the Temple, Solomon took acensusof al thealiens
livinginIsrael. Therewere 153,600 of them. He put them all to work building the Temple.

Thisreminds me of the prophecy of Isaiah (60:10-11):

“Foreignerswill rebuilt your walls, and their kingswill serveyou. Though in
anger | struck you, in favor | will show you compassion. Your gateswill always
stand open, they will never be shut, day or night so that men may bring you the
wealth of the nations.”

The portion underlined in red hasa Gematriaval ue of 5793, which isthe Hebrew year
corresponding to the Gregorian year 2033.

TheBible givesusthe building of threetemples. Two of which were actualy built, and
thethird onewasavision of afuturetemple, not yet built. Thesethreetemplesare named for
the three men who received the building instructions from God, namely, Solomon,
Zerubbabel, and Ezekiel . The names of thesethree men appear to be descriptive of thetemple-
building that wasdonein their names.

Solomon means* Peaceful.”
Zerubbabel means“Bornin Babylon.”
Ezekiel means*® God will strengthen.”

Thethreetempleswhich bear the names of thesethree men are significant asdealing with
the* habitation of God” inthreedifferent epochs of time. Both Solomon’sand Zerubbabel’s
temples were always called the “house of God.” When Solomon’s temple was finished,
Solomon said to God, “1 have built a house of habitation for thee, and a place for thy
dwelling forever.” At the dedication of that templeit was said that the“ glory of the Lord”
filled the temple. Solomon built it to be ahabitation of God — God'sdwelling place. And it
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was, for awhile, until unfaithfulness crept in, and that temple was destroyed. But will God
have a temple—adwelling place? Revelation 21:3 suggests:

“And | heard aloud voicefrom thethronesaying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself
will betheir God. Hewill wipe every tear fromtheir eyes. Therewill benomore
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.'”

Thisisdescribing the condition of mankind and their relationship to God by the end of
Earth’sGreat Millennium. The Millennium will have been atime of learning righteousness—
atimeof judgment, and atime of returning to the condition of sonship whichAdamlost. The
last 3-1/2 yearswill beatimeof “joining,” atimewhen mankind will bere-joinedto Godin
an everlasting covenant of sonship. “There will be no more death” means that death
because of Adam’ssinwill be no more. The hearts of men will bethe new Templeinwhich
God will dwell -- the* habitation of God.” It will be the completion and the dedication of
the antitypical Solomon’s Temple. Solomon means* Peaceful .”

From the completion of Solomon’s Temple there were twelve more inclusive months
beforethe Ark of the Covenant was brought into the M ost Holy Place. It wasthelast item of
furniture to be brought into the Temple. Then the people celebrated the dedication of the
Templefor seven days, followed by seven more days during which they celebrated the Feast
of Tabernacles, followed by the great eighth day. Then, before sundown, the peoplereturned
to their homes on the 23rd day of Tishri.

When they brought the Ark of the Covenant in and the Temple wasfilled with smoke, it
symbolized God's presence within the Temple. It is symbolic of the end of Earth’s Great
Millennium, when God will dwell in the hearts of Hisbeloved human family.

“He prepared theinner sanctuary within the Temple to set the Ark of the Cov-
enant of theL Lord there.” |1 Kings6:19

The portion underlinedin red hasaGematriavalue of 3033 —theyear when thereality of
thiswill be accomplished —the end of Earth’s Great Millennium and the beginning of the
Great Eighth Day.

The chronicler wroteit thisway:

“So Solomon observed the festival at that time for seven days, and all |srael
with him—a vast assembly, peoplefrom L ebo, Hamath to the Wadi of Egypt. On
the eighth day they held an assembly, for they had celebrated the dedication of
the altar for seven days and the festival (Feast of Tabernacles) for seven days
more. On thetwenty third day of the seventh month (before sundown) he sent the
peopleto their homes, joyful and gladin heart for the good thingsthe Lord had
donefor his people Israel.” (2 Chronicles 7:8-10)
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The portion underlined in red hasaGematriavalue of 3033, suggesting theyear when this
antitypical Templewill have been complete and the Ark of the Covenant (indwelling of God)
will takeits placein the Most Holy Place.

Thethree Pilgrim Festivalswere Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. At each of these
festivals all males were to go to the Temple to present a gift to God. These three festivals
represent three vast agesin timein the Plan of God. Passover was the span of 1,480 years
between the killing of the first Passover lamb, and its antitype, the killing of the Lamb,
Jesus. The gift wasthelife of Jesus, offered to pay for the sin of Adam. The second, Pente-
cost, is a2,000-year age in which the true Church is being developed to be the Bride of
Christ, bringing usto the spring of 2033. Thegift isthe presenting of thetwo loaves, baked
with leaven, representing the offering of both Jew and Gentile to God — a spotless Church.
Thethird Pilgrim Festival representsthe Earth’s Great Millennium, when mankind will be
|earning righteousness and when the principles of Divine Government will bewritten within
their hearts. Thegift isthe dedication of each individual to God. It was aseven-day festival,
just asthe construction of Solomon’s Templewas aseven-year accomplishment. Thegraphic
bel ow shows how thiswasindeed accomplished in seven years.

Solomon’s regnal

years were Tishri 4th year | 5th year | 6th year | 7th year | 8thyear | 9th year | 10th year | 11th year
to Tishri on the Civil
Calendar.

Building the Temple

was by the Sacred
Calendar of Nisan to 1st year | 2nd year | 3rd year | 4th year | 5th year 6th year | 7th year

Nisan years.

1 T
jFrom 2nd month of 4th year to 8th month of 11th year = 7 inclusive years,

Lo e e e oo Building Solomon’s Temple _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _1
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Sacred years constructing temple constructing temple
I ) A v I I A I

! From the completion of the!
! construction of the Temple to !
! the Dedication was 12 inclu-'
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. they were making and bring-:
. ing in the furnishings. .

| Twelve is the number that
1 symbolizes Divine Govern-|
1 ment, which by then will be
I written in the hearts of men. 1
1 “Thy Law is written within my 1
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TheTempleintheVision

Theyear 597 B.C. wasatragic year for thelittle nation of Judah, for it wasin that year
that king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon cameto Jerusalem and took young King Jehoiachin
captive, carrying him away to Babylon. Among the | sraglite captiveswas a priest named
Ezekidl.

Ezekiel’s tragedy was a very personal one. His whole life had been centered in the
Temple. He was a man of deep piety and love for God. Having lived this kind of life,
centralized about the service of the Temple, hewaswhat wewould call today a“misfit” in
any other environment. This unified life was rudely snatched away from him by the
Invasion of Nebuchadnezzar.

Not only was his position of service taken from him, but he wastragically separated
from hissmall children. Nebuchadnezzar had no need of the children; hewanted only the
strong, thevaliant, the craftsmen and the educated. The children wereleft behind in Jerusa-
lem, to be cared for by others.

The young man of God, and his wife, were among the large company who made the
700-miletrek acrossthe desert to Babylon. After the wearying five-month journey, they
cameto asmall community near theriver Chebar, wherethey settled.

But the“misfit” Ezekiel mourned for hischildren and for hiscommunion with God. He
had been of the conviction that God could only be found in the Temple. And being
separated from the Temple by 700 miles, hefelt alonely separation from God.

After four long yearsintheland of hiscaptivity he saw the appearance of God inavision.
He saw what seemed to be God riding through the sky in aconveyance apparently propelled
by thewings of living creatures and by wheels. The vision was another turning pointin his
life, for although it frightened and bewildered him, hewas overjoyedin that he had seen God
inBabylon.

He was now no longer chained to the concept that God dwelled only in the Temple; He
could beworshiped in Babylon aswell. But the exhilaration which camewith thevision was
soon accompanied by deep heart-felt grief, for it also told him of theimpending doom of his
beloved city, Jerusalem, and especially of the beautiful Temple. Hewastold that the Temple,
which had been such avita part of hislife, would soon be destroyed.

The grief deep within his heart was overwhelming. He thought of his children that had
been kept in Jerusalem; he thought of the beloved city of his own childhood, and how he
longed for it; but most of all hethought of the beautiful Temple, the meeting place between
God and man. That it would be destroyed was unthinkabl e!

Ezekiel was a man of deep conviction. He took upon himself the task of warning his
fellow captivesthat their beloved city and Templewerein danger; but they thought hewas
just an eccentric visionary, oneto belaughed at rather than respected.

In an attempt to convince his peersof theforce and impact of what hewastelling them, he
took apot and put it on the fire. In the pot he cut up for stew one of the choice of the flock.
After cooking the stew, he then completely burned it, replacing the empty pot to thefireand
kept it there until itsrust and scum had been completely scorched away. It was a symbolic
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act, depicting the fate of Jerusalem — an act of great impact and significance, for he was
caused to write, “ Son of man, writetheethe name of the day, even thissameday; theKing
of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day.”

But for Ezekiel thetragedy of the day wasavery personal one. That day, hiswifedied.

In oneday hisgrief had reached aheight that is hardly possible for ahuman to bear. His
wife had been hisonly human relationship, for he had been aloner and amisfit. She had been
the only oneinwhom he could find solacefor hisgrief concerning thefate of Jerusalem and
the beautiful Temple. They had shared their very personal grief of having left their small
childrenin Jerusalem. Now hewasfaced with the fact that the city would be destroyed, and
it was only natural that hisvery personal concern would be for the welfare of hischildren.
And just when he needed her most, shewasrudely taken from him. Hewasleft alonewith his
grief.

News traveled slowly in those days. Six months after the destruction of the Temple, a
refugee who had escaped the seige had made hisway acrossthe desert to the small commu-
nity ontheriver Chebar where Ezekiel lived. Hetold him of all that had happened, and how
the beautiful Temple had been burned with fire. The Temple on the rock, the meeting place
between God and man, had been reduced to ashesand rubble.

Wasthere anything left? Anything at all?

For fourteen long and lonely yearsin theland of his captivity, Ezekiel mourned the loss
of the beautiful Temple—the Temple on therock. Would there ever again be ameeting place
between God and man?

Then oneday he had avision—avision of atemplewhose grandeur and beauty surpassed
anything he had seen or remembered in the Temple he had loved so much. Inthevision he
saw his God dwelling in that glorious temple; he saw alovely river of pure water flowing
from beneath the temple; and he al so saw abeautiful city. Invision hewastransportedto a
high hill, asit were, where he could ook down on this spectacul ar sight.

To Ezekiel it was the confirmation of all that he had lived for —the assurance that God
was indeed in the Temple and there was again a meeting place between God and man. To
students of the Old Testament, the visionisapromise of the restoration of al that Adam had
lost. It meant reconciliation with God. It meant the restoration to sonship — the kind of
sonship that Adam had | ost. It becomes awonderous picture of God dwelling inthe hearts of
all mankind during the great eighth day and oninto eternity.

Man'srelationship with his Creator has gone through many agesand in different forms.
But inthe beginning, Adam wasa“son of God.” Through disobedience, helost that position
asason. Helost the beautiful garden home; helost the perfection of body and character with
which he had been created; helost life. But asubstitute came and died in hisstead, and paid
thepriceof sinto divinejustice. Legally, thisreleased Adam from the penalty. That substi-
tute, Jesus Chist, paid the penalty. In the meantime, Adam had children, and hischildren had
children, until thewholeworldisfilled with the children of Adam. TheApostle Paul told us
that all the children of Adam inherited his death penalty. But Paul also told usthat because
Jesuswasthe substitute for Adam, and paid the penalty, then Adam and his posterity will no
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longer suffer that penalty. Paul put it very succinctly when hesaid “ Asin Adamall die, soin
Christ shall all bemade alive.” Basically itisasimplelegal transaction. But oh the mag-
nitude and the magnificence of its outcome. Instead of asmall garden supplying the needs
of perfect man, the entire earth will betransformed into a perfect homefor man. Thisisthe
grand outcometo which all the ages of man have been progressing, each with their purpose
in the plan of God for the restoring of man to their inheritance—all that Adam lost.

The Great Eighth Day isalso athousand-year “day.” And, just like the eighth notein an
octave of the music scale, it brings us back to the original tone because it isthe first note
(day) of the next octave. Itisanew beginning. In the Gematriaof the scriptures, the number
8 always has to do with anew beginning. God's Great Eighth Day is anew beginning for
mankind. And, becauseitisaso God's Grand Jubileg, it isaone-thousand-year span of time
that isparticularly for the purpose of restoring to each man everything that Adam had | ost.
The purpose of the Jubileefor | sragl wasto restore to them their original inheritance. This
restoration will be on aworld-wide scale, transforming the earthitself into akind of dwell-
ing placethat thelittle sample Garden of Eden would have become, had not Adam sinned.
Thiswill be mankind' sinheritance. And thisisthe setting for the vision that Ezekiel saw. He
saw more than atemple — he saw ariver of life, and he saw a city that depicted a perfect
dwelling place.

Onething hedid not see! Hedid not see an Ark of the Covenant. It ssmply was not there.
In Solomon’s Temple, which pictured the relationship of man with his God during Earth’s
Great Millennium, remember thelast thing that was brought into that Templewasthe Ark of
the Covenant. When it was brought in, the entire Temple was filled with smoke. It wasthe
presence of God. No such thing happened in thevisionary Templethat was given to Ezekidl.

“Theglory of the Lord entered the temple through the gate facing east. Then
the spirit lifted me up and brought meinto theinner court, and theglory of the
Lord filled the temple.... He said, ‘ Son of man, thisis the place of my throne
and the place of the soles of my feet.” (Ezekiel 43:4-7)

God'spresencein the Templein thevision was not represented by an Ark of the Covenant
—itwastheactual presence of God, dwelling among them.

“ThelLordsaid unto me, ‘ Thisgateisto remain shut. It must not be opened; no
one may enter through it. It isto remain shut because the Lord, the God of
Israel, has entered through it. The Prince himself isthe only one who may sit
inside the gateway to eat in the presence of the Lord. Heisto enter by way of
the portico of the gateway and go out the sameway.’ Then the man brought me
by way of the north gateto thefront of thetemple. | looked and saw the glory of
the Lordfilling the temple of the Lord...” (Ezekiel 44:1-4)

It appears, from this, that the condition of the Temple being filled with the glory of the
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L ord describes the beginning of the eighth day. It depicts man’s sonship relationship with
God — God dwelling with perfected mankind.

FromthisTemple, Ezekiel saw ariver flowing from under itsthreshold. It beganasa
small stream which was only ankle-deep. But as he looked, he saw the stream becoming
larger and larger until it was so deep and so wide that it would be necessary to swimiiniit.
Finally the water flowed into the Dead Sea and replaced its dead waters with fresh, live
waters where fish could live. On either side of this flowing stream he saw fruit trees, just
like the ones described in the Garden of Eden. “ Their fruit will serve for food and their
leavesfor healing.” What asimple, yet beautiful picture of mankind returning to the purity
of the condition inthe Garden of Eden before Adam sinned, having hisevery need supplied.

This healing is the work of the Millennium, transforming man’s sinful nature into the
perfection that Adam was given before he sinned. As Ezekiel described thislife-givingriver,
hewrote: “Wheretheriver flowseverythingwill live.” Amazingly, the Gematriavaluefor
thisstatement is 1008 —telling of abeginning and anew beginning. That “new beginning” is
the Great Eighth Day. Thislife-giving river isfor the healing of the results of Adamic sin,
bringing mankind to the position of “sonsof God” just asAdam had beforehesinned. Thisis
followed by the restoration, during the Great Eighth Day, of all that Adam had lost -- the
perfecting of the earth for the inheritance of mankind.

Whilehewasstill invision, Ezekiel looked down from hisvantage point and saw acity to
the south, in the portion of land that was set aside as an offering to God. Thisholy portion
was asguare whose perimeter was 33.3 miles. Thisholy offering to God bears the number
of Hisname—"“God the Saviour” = 3330. Yes, thistriplet of threesisavery special number
that represents God' sdwelling place. In another illustration, God’'sdwelling placeisrepre-
sented by Mount Hermon on the northern border of Isragl. It's latitudeis 33.3 N, and its
longitude, if we calculateit from the old prime meridian that went through Paris, would al so
be 33.3 E. This beautiful number three, the basic number of creation, when raised to its
triplet, identifiesthe Creator and His dwelling place. No wonder —no wonder! —this special
portion of land that Ezekiel saw in vision, had aperimeter of 33.3 miles.

Withinthisspecial portion of land, Ezekiel saw acity whose areawasasquare, with sides
of 7,920 feet, and aperimeter of 31,680 feet. Do the numbers sound familiar? They arethe
dimensionsof our earth. The mean diameter of our earthis 7,920 miles; and asquare drawn
on itscircumference has a perimeter of 31,680 miles. And, amazingly, the New Jerusalem
as described in the book of Revelation has adiameter of 7,920,000 feet and a perimeter of
31,680,000 feet. Are these numbers just a coincidence? Obviously they are not. They are
put there with much planning and meaning.

These are the exact same numbersthat bear the name Lord Jesus Christ in the Greek text
of the New Testament, and the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. As we know, the name
L ord Jesus Christ does not appear inthe Old Testament, however, the separatewords*“ Lord,”
“Jesus,” and “Christ” (Messiah) do appear there, and they have atotal Gematriavalue of 792.
Thename“Lord Jesus Christ” inthe New Testament hasatotal Gematriavalue of 3168.

The plot thickens! These are not random numbers! They tell the beautiful story of salva-
tion. Infact, the Hebrew word for “ salvation” hasa Gematriavalue of 792. And the concept
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of salvation isnot complete until all that Adam lost through disobedienceisfully restored
to all of hisposterity. Thisrestoration isthe purpose of the Great Eighth Day. And the city
that Ezekiel saw inthat marvelousvision had sidesof 7,920 feet and a perimeter of 31,680
feet.

This magnificent city had three gates on each side, making twelvein all; and each gate
bore the name of one of the tribes of Israel. We could illustrate it by this simple diagram.
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We get atiny peek into the magnificence of thisgrand design by thelast versein the book
of Ezekiel. After describing the city and giving its dimensions, which are commensurate
with the dimensions of our earth, Ezekiel writes:

“ And the name of thecity from that timeon will be: THE LORD ISTHERE.”

Heisdescribing the finished work of the great eighth day —the complete restoring of all
that Adam lost, to all of Adam'’s posterity. It will be global in its scope, and perfect in its
entirety. Yes, God Himself will dwell with men, just aswas prophesied by Jesusin hisRev-
elation to John:

“Now the dwelling of God iswith men, and hewill live with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe
every tear fromtheir eyes. Therewill be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for theold order of things has passed away. Hewho was seated on the
thronesaid, ‘I am making everything new (the New Beginning, represented by
the number 8 -- the beginning of the Great Eighth Day)."”

The Gematriavauefor each letter inthename“ TheLordisthere,” inthe Hebrew text,
when multiplied, produces an absol utely remarkable number —9000. The number nine means
perfection, completion, fulfillment, and finality. It followsthe perfection, completion, ful-
fillment, and the finality of God's great 8,000-year plan for man. Mathematicians call the
number nine“the horizon.” Beyond it reachesto eternity.

TheLordisThere
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